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Resolution No. 16-02-Seeking the Immediate Release of Homeless Encampment Sweep Data &
Termination of the Use of Department of Correction Workers for Homeless Encampment Sweeps

WHEREAS, the City of Seattle (hereafter the “City””) was declared to be a Human Rights City on
December 10, 2012, committing itself to protect, respect, and fulfill the full range of inherent human
rights for all, as set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and numerous other international
human rights instruments; and

WHEREAS, the Seattle Human Rights Commission (hereafter the “Commission”) is committed to
protecting and advocating for justice, human rights, and the equal treatment of all people who live in
Seattle; and

WHEREAS, Article 24 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights guarantees all the protected right to
rest with peace and dignity; and

WHEREAS, Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights guarantees all the right to an
adequate standard of living, including the right to security in the event of unemployment or other lack of
livelihood in circumstance beyond control; and

WHEREAS, roughly 4,500 adults and children live without shelter within King County, almost 3,000 of
which are in Seattle;[1] and

WHEREAS, Seattle leaders adopted a plan in 2008 requiring City officials provide homeless residents a
72-hour notice before clearing an encampment, and to provide outreach workers to connect homeless
residents with shelter beds or other services;[2] and

WHEREAS, the City and State of Washington (hereafter the “State”) have engaged in a practice of
“sweeping” homeless encampments within the City, displacing the residents and seizing or discarding of
personal property; and

WHEREAS, in recent years, the City has engaged in more than 500 such sweeps per annum;[3] and

WHEREAS, the City and State have often discarded the personal property of encampment residents,
including identification cards, critical medication, and necessities of life, which residents may be unable
to replace;[4] and

WHEREAS, this practice is exacerbated by official policy to destroy or dispose of items without an
“apparent utility” or valued by city workers at less than $25, allowing the destruction of sentimental
personal objects and items that impoverished residents cannot easily replace; and



WHEREAS, even when property is stored for the purposes of return to encampment residents, it may be
stored in facilities at a distance from residents, precluding access to the personal property;[5] and

WHEREAS, the City declared its intention to have outreach workers present at encampment sweeps to
connect encampment residents with social services; and

WHEREAS, advocates and the Commission are concerned that, at times, the City is sweeping
encampments without outreach workers present and/or without providing proper advanced notice per the
2008 City plan; and

WHEREAS, the sweeps displace encampment residents and, therefore, disrupt efforts by social service
organizations to reach and provide services to these residents; and

WHEREAS, sweeps without outreach resources and without notice represent a sudden and violent
intrusion upon the lives of encampment residents who may struggle with trauma and mental illness; and

WHEREAS, the State has previously employed Department of Corrections (hereafter “DOC”) offender
work crews to conduct these sweeps in Seattle;[6] and

WHEREAS, DOC work crews are comprised of individuals who are at risk of homelessness due to our
area’s housing shortage and barriers to housing for formerly incarcerated individuals; and

WHEREAS, DOC work crews are less likely than City employees to be familiar with City policy
respecting the property and rights of homeless individuals;[7][10] and

WHEREAS, as of 2012, the average wages for state prisoners ranged from $0.13 to $0.32 per hour,[8]
and it is believed the DOC pays similar wages; and

WHEREAS, the employing of DOC work crews allows the City to cut costs incurred by paying minimum
wage or market rate, and

WHEREAS, the widespread use of prison labor in the United States developed following the end of
slavery as a means of procuring cheap labor outside the traditional market system;[9] and

WHEREAS, the City, despite requests from the Commission, has failed to provide additional meaningful
information about DOC work crew use for encampment sweeps; and

WHEREAS, the City has also hired private contractors from Cascadia Cleaning and Removal, a company
in the business of making urban spaces inhospitable to the homeless;[10] and

WHEREAS, Mayor Ed Murray has conceded “making up [his policy towards encampment sweeps] as we
go along”;[11] and



WHEREAS, the District Court for the Western District of Washington held that similar sweeps using
DOC work crews in Clark County violate the constitutional rights of the homeless based on the the
wanton destruction of the personal property of encampment residents by police;[12] and

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Justice has characterized practices such as that engaged in
by the City as “essentially criminalizing the status of being poor or homeless,” and urged the City to
adopt more stringent regulations on encampment sweeps, so as to minimize intrusions on the
constitutional rights of the homeless;[13] and

WHEREAS, the City of Olympia is transitioning away from using penal labor to conduct encampment
sweeps;[14] and

BE IT RESOLVED, the City immediately release information concerning the use of DOC work crews
and private labor in homeless encampment sweeps, past and present, including all relevant contracts,
decision-making documents, and project reports; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City immediately release to the Commission and Public , information
outlining the full extent of the City’s use of and/or engagement of DOC work crews from November 6,
2013, to present, including but not limited to encampment sweeps; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City immediately cease employing or partnering with DOC work
crews and private for-profit companies to conduct encampment sweeps, which is an essential municipal
function deserving of fairly paid public employees, if it has not already; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City commit to end the use of DOC work crews, particularly when
essential municipal functions are at issue.

Adopted by the Seattle Human Rights Commission on November 21st, 2016

Marcel Baugh, Co-Chair Danielle Wallace, Co-Chair
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